
COURSE SYLLABUS
Fall, 2023

INSTRUCTOR: Dana Duncan
ROOM: A205 OFFICE HOURS: Titan-28, By appt.

CONTACT INFO: dduncan@rjuhsd.us

COURSE OVERVIEW

World Studies provides students with a greater
understanding of world civilizations and cultures. This
course is aligned to the Common Core State Standards
for Literacy in History/Social Science and emphasizes
the study of European culture
because of its significance to the intellectual, political,
and social development of the United States. The study
of non-western cultures is included to enable the
students to perceive the world as an interdependent
community. Students are expected to improve academic
reading, writing, presenting, and critical thinking skills. In
general, our overarching goal is to examine the main
events and people of world history, through literature,
geography, historical documents, political thoughts,
ideas, and key decisions.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon satisfactory completion of this course, you should
be prepared to:
○ Acquire fundamental and advanced knowledge of

world political, social, economic and intellectual
history.

○ Develop mastery of the process skills: analysis,
synthesis, evaluation, and critical reading necessary
for mastery of the content of World Studies.

○ Develop the ability to recognize the significance of
change over time and cause and effect.

○ Develop the ability to think and reason analytically
as demonstrated through essay and expository
writing.

○ Develop and display an appreciation for the rich
diversity in today’s global society through successful
class participation, challenging reading, and
collaborative work.

1. Students show the connections, causal and otherwise,
between particular historical events and larger social,
economic, and political trends and developments..

2. Students recognize the complexity of historical causes
and effects, including the limitations on determining
cause and effects.

3. Students interpret past events and issues within the
context in which an event unfolded rather than solely in
terms of present-day norms and values.

4. Students understand the meaning, implication, and
impact of historical events and recognize that events
could have taken other directions.

5. Students explore, discuss, and evaluate claims, biases,
perspectives, fallacious reasoning, prejudices,
generalizations, counterarguments and, in doing so,
recognize that history is written by...people.

ABOUT YOUR TEACHER

Hello, and welcome to this room and this class! My name
is Ms. Duncan, and I will be your teacher, guide, coach,
motivator, facilitator, cheering section, and biggest fan
throughout this course (and beyond). This is my 29th year

teaching, and, believe it or not, it all still
feels brand new to me. A long time ago, I
graduated from UCLA with a degree in
History, and then earned my Masters
degree, also in History, from CSU East Bay.
Nowadays, here at Antelope High, I preach
involvement and connection to my students,
and I practice it, too; here on campus I am
a club advisor, a class advisor, girls’ tennis

coach, and a big fan all things Titan- can’t wait to listen to
the choir and band, cheer from the end zone and
bleachers, catch a soccer game, and show my support in
any way I can. When I’m not here, I’m busy supporting my
kids (Kenzie is at CSUF and Tanner is at CSUSM) and
friends, coaching/playing/ watching sports, walking,
gardening, reading, traveling, and trying to thoroughly
enjoy life for all its ups and downs, laughs and letdowns,
challenges and changes. Above all else, in me you have a
teacher who loves her “job,” a teacher who is dedicated, a
teacher who is invested in you from the moment our paths
crossed, and a teacher who will work for motivation, for
progress, for enthusiasm, for authentic learning, for results,
for connections, and for your happiness and well-being.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK
➔ World History: The Modern World. Boston:

Prentice Hall, 2007.
➔ Students will also be reading a variety of

additional texts, including news articles,
personal narratives and literature.

mailto:dduncan@rjuhsd.us


COURSE POLICIES
Please read the following policies for the course. They are intended to help you succeed in this course.

PARTICIPATION POLICY = AGENCY
As a student, your participation includes:
● Engaging with your fellow classmates in class discussions

and activities.
● Completing reading assignments each week and using

them critically to examine and discuss topics in class.
● Submitting assignments on time, regularly, and to the best

of your ability.
● Attending class on a regular basis.
● Attending office hours and asking questions when you

need clarification.
● Advocating for yourself and your own learning/progress.

As your teacher it is my number-one goal to support you, as a
person and a member of our learning community. The
following are my goals.
● Responding to all students' inquiries within 24 hours.
● Proactively promoting academic growth.
● Making weekly announcements that clarify topics and

work that will be completed in the class.
● Providing substantive feedback, using shared grading

guidelines and rubrics, within seven days from
submission due date.

● Working to keep class engaging, relevant, and safe.
● Building a class culture that promotes accountability,

inclusivity, authentic engagement, and growth mindset.
ATTENDANCE POLICY
Your attendance in class is a mandatory part of this course. Failure to attend class regularly or repeated Tardies to class
may negatively impact on your grade and will result in further disciplinary actions as part of your enrollment as an AnHS
student. Make sure you are following AnHS attendance policies and protocols for this class.

LATE WORK POLICY
All homework is due no later than the last day of each unit. If you fall behind on daily assignments, you will have some flex time
before the end-of-unit assessment and/or project. We will post a summary when we start each unit, so you will see- both on
Canvas as well as weekly plans in class- assignments, due dates, and the end-of-unit date...the expectation is that you then plan
accordingly. I do accept late work because I would MUCH rather you complete the work, than not doing it at all. However, the
caveat here is that you must come talk to me, and we’ll create individualized plans for how that late work will be counted toward
your grade. Class and group projects, as well as presentations, however, are expected to be completed on time. If you miss a
quiz or a test, you must reschedule a time to make it up with me. Communication, self-advocacy, and accountability = the keys.

MAKE UP EXAMS
If you are absent for an exam, please contact me right away. Make up exams are only allowed for excused absences and
must be taken within 1 week of their original due date.

PLAGIARISM
Some students have trouble understanding what plagiarism is, so let's get
that straight right away. Plagiarism includes copying writing or merely ideas
from the published or unpublished work of another person without full and
clear acknowledgment of the source. If you paraphrase or summarize what
someone else has said, you must acknowledge that source even when you
put those ideas into your own words. You are plagiarizing if you cut and
paste bits and pieces of writing from the Internet, or any other source, and
make it appear as if you wrote those words (i.e. if you don't use quotation
marks and cite the source). This includes the use of any AI tools, such as ChatGPT. Plagiarism also includes copying from
yourself- that is, turning in material that you wrote for another class.



CLASS RULES
First and foremost, all Antelope High School rules apply and will be followed. Respect and professionalism are expected at all
times.This includes when communicating via online discussion boards or email. Disruptive and rude behavior will not be
tolerated, either in person or online. Basic Netiquette guidelines will be followed in this course.
Please review this website for more information. Students who fail to follow these rules may be
dropped from the course. Please read the following rules about the proper and polite way to use
technology and communicate with others while online. Check this out.

1. When communicating online or in person:
a. Take turns and listen/read others’ thoughts actively and intentionally.
b. Treat each other with kindness and respect.
c. Be clear and concise; write and speak with confidence.

2. Remember we are all human- real people, with real feelings and opinions. Be kind to one
another.

3. Have respect and earn respect, and be respectful- forgive mistakes, be polite.
4. Your words matter. Just remember that.
5. Criticism- keep it constructive. Challenging each other is good…just do so with positive intent.
6. Ask for permission before sharing emails, photos, etc. Respect privacy.
7. No bullying whatsoever.
8. Be wary of sarcasm- it is hard to pick up on it in writing, and things can be misunderstood.
9. Avoid using ALL capital letters in writing; no need to shout. Use bold and italics to emphasize, as needed. That said,

please use capital letters to start sentences and for all proper nouns. Good grammar is a bottom-line absolute when
communicating in writing.

10. Think and review before you post. Check your spelling and grammar. Focus on quality. And, always remember that, if
something is not acceptable face-to-face, it is not acceptable online either.

PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION BOARDS (AGENCY)
Expect in-person interactions daily; expect to participate every single day! Utilizing a variety of technologies, and actual
conversation and connection, the ultimate goal here is engagement. Actively participate, actively learn, actively engage. We are
both equal parts of a learning team.

Participation looks like: being here, being on time, being prepared, meeting deadlines, focusing, contributing to in-class
discussions, working with others positively and effectively, working with me, doing your best on any given day/on any given task,
wanting to learn, and wanting to grow as a student and as a person.

Discussion Boards: Using Canvas, I will post questions regularly and often. This is an engagement strategy that will be used
throughout your college experience. These questions are always intended to delve deeper into historical questions and debates
to (1) deepen understanding, (2) improve retention, (3) facilitate personal connections and uncover relevance, (4) instigate
discussion and debate, and (5) build our classroom community.

- For every discussion question, you are expected to, first, submit an initial response and, then, reply to at least 2 peers.
Your initial response should answer all parts of the question; it should be your OWN opinion, thought, conclusion. When
replying to your peers, your goal is to build from their initial reply and continue the conversation; you may not simply
“agree” or “disagree,” for credit.

- All responses are graded, and I will be engaging in the evolving conversations.
- The more you participate, the more you’ll take away from any class. I strongly encourage you to be active at the board!

Be sure to check the board throughout the week to see what comments others have made in the class and respond
wherever you want to. I want you all to contribute to the rich dialogue that can take place in the DB and feel that sense
of community that can develop!

GROUP WORK AND COLLABORATION
Social science is, in its broadest sense, the study of society and the manner in which people behave
and influence the world around us.This is a social science class, and, as such, our learning will mirror
our activity. In order to process the content, we will be social, and influence one another. Group work will
be assigned and graded. Be prepared to get creative when working and collaborating in person and
online.

COLLABORATION (noun): to work jointly with others or together especially in an intellectual endeavor;
to work with another person or group to achieve or do something. www.merriam-webster.com

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
https://create.piktochart.com/output/6004556-core-rules-of-netiquette
http://www.merriam-webster.com


Talent Culture, Why it matters...

NAVIGATING CANVAS
For this course we will use Canvas as our learning management system to assign/submit work, post course content,
reading, schedules, etc. We will use the RJUHSD Canvas throughout the term. Below are the most often used Canvas
tools and areas, and how they will be used in our class.

Tool/Area Description You Should...

Announcements This area is used to post day-to-day information.
Announcements are not posted daily but as needed.

Review the announcements on a regular basis.
Look for new announcements at the top of the

“Home Page” when you log in daily.

Syllabus The course syllabus, assignment guidelines and rubrics,
technical support, Student Handbook, and advising

information can be found here.

Review this area at the start of class. It is
recommended that the syllabus be downloaded

for future references.

Modules This area contains course content, including lectures,
readings, resources, and assignments. Each module will
have an overview page which will be continually updated

with information.

Review this area at the start of each module and
throughout the module week to review course

materials. This is where you should spend most of
your time.

Home This is the “landing page” for the course. Here you will
find recent notifications and weekly announcements.
Additionally there will be a weekly calendar posted.

Read the information and announcements on this
page as you will find important information or

updates for the course.

Grades Assignment grades are located in this area Review this area to find out your grades for your
course assignments

IMPORTANT DATES

RJUHSD Start Date: Thursday, 08/10/2023
* Bring your backpack! It’s a regular day!
First Rally: Friday, 08/11/2023
Photo Day:Wednesday, 09/16/2023
RJUHSD End of Fall Term: 12/20/2023

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

We will be accessing technology on a daily basis and in a variety of ways. We will regularly use a set of tools to enhance our
learning and independent/collaborative practice including Canvas, Google, Quizlet, Kahoot, Crash Course, ChatGPT, EdPuzzle,
FlipGrid, Padlet, Gilder-Lehrman, Gimkit, YouTube, online research, and more. To be able to balance the use of technology
consistently and effectively, we will stick to the following schoolwide policy:

https://talentculture.com/6-fundamentals-of-effective-collaboration/
https://www.zenefits.com/workest/10-companies-who-inspire-creative-team-collaboration/


Technology/
Chromebook
Expectations

● Students shall use technology (Chromebooks, computers, Laptops, etc) safely,
responsibly, and primarily for educational purposes.

● Bring Chromebooks fully charged and ready to use daily.
● Students shall adhere to the Student Technology Agreement per Board Policy 6163.4.

Course work will be shared via Canvas. Sierra College Canvas will be used exclusively starting with their first day of the term.
Make sure you know your login information.

Technology Help: If you are experiencing an Antelope/RJUHSD technical issue, please let me know asap and/or submit a tech
help ticket at Help@rjuhsd.us.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND CATEGORIES

All assignments and instructions are posted and submitted online, via Canvas.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (including homework & classwork) 30%

AGENCY (including participation, academic discourse, discussions boards) 20%

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 35%

MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAM 15%

COURSE GRADING

This course is a 10-credit, required high school course. It is a graduation requirement.

GRADING SCALE
90-100% = A → 80-89% = B → 70-79% = C → 60-69% = D → 0-59% = F

COURSE OUTLINE

UNIT TOPIC

1 The World in 1750 (Enlightenment)

2 Political Revolutions (French, European, Latin American)

3 Industrial Revolution

4 Imperialism and Colonization

5 World War I and Russian Revolution

6 Totalitarian Governments and World War II

7 Cold War Era and the Modern World


